history of French painting and sculpture for over two hundred years solely through works inspired by the theater.
The French have the longest unbroken acting tradition in the Western world. Indeed, one must go to the Orient for stagecraft that has acquired so long a training. The Japanese Kabuki theater is only slightly older than the French and flourishes as vigorously today. But, alas, what is much the oldest and subtlest stage tradition of all-the Chinese-seems even now to be coming to the end of its millennial greatness.
In the West, however, no theater can match the French for continuous and consistent achievement. 
